
GENESIS: Week 17
9.14.14

[set up]

Is there anything that God has shown you this past week during your “self feeding” time of personal prayer and Bible 
reading?

Take some time now to pray for one another in your group.

Two weeks ago Pastor Chad talked about how our setbacks might really be set-ups for God’s glory.  During this past 
week, how have you used your personal setbacks for set-ups for God’s glory?

[digging deeper]

Have a few people share a time in their life that they were forsaken, framed, or forgotten.  It can be something recent 
or in the distant past. 

This week Pastor Rick shared about the life of Joseph and his response to his brothers.  Joseph is a wonderful model of 
forgiveness and reconciliation.  It is natural to be a� ected when someone intentionally hurts us, but we become bitter 
and our entire being is harmed if we do not forgive that person.  Sepsis is a dangerous condition in the human body 
where toxins build to dangerous levels while the body works to fi ght o�  infection.  Bitterness is the sepsis of the soul, 
for when we do not forgive, bitterness builds to dangerous and harmful levels.

Read Matthew 6:9-15.  Why do you think forgiveness is so central to the Lord’s Prayer and to Jesus’ explanation 
afterward?

It is impossible to ask forgiveness for every sin we have ever committed against someone else and against God.  God’s 
plan was for Jesus’ forgiveness on the cross to be comprehensive.  Jesus paid for all sins (past, present, future) of 
those who believe.  John 5:24 says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me 
has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.”

[living it out]
Is there someone you need to forgive?  Is there someone you need to ask for forgiveness?

Christ o� ers forgiveness to all who seek him.  Who in your life needs the forgiveness of Christ?

On October 5th CVC is starting a series on the Beatitudes.  Who is someone you could invite to this teaching series?
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