
RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 
 
 

(1) SPIRITUAL PARENTING 
By: Michelle Anthony 
 

CVCKids highly recommends this wonderful resource.  Michelle Anthony encourages parents 
to be the primary spiritual leaders of their children by creating ten environments in their 
homes.  These environments are meant to maximize spiritual growth and allow for God to do 
the work of reaching their children by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Michelle Anthony’s writing 
style is very relatable and mixes practical tips, biblical truths, and strong narratives of personal, 
real-life examples.  Her writing is both encouraging and convicting, leading parents to better 
align their child-rearing ideas with those found in the Bible. 

 
 

(2) THE BIGGEST STORY: HOW THE SNAKE CRUSHER BRINGS US BACK TO THE GARDEN 
By: Kevin DeYoung, Illustrated By: Don Clark 
 

This gem of a book takes you from Genesis to Revelation in ten, short chapters with vibrant, 
modern illustrations.  It is a joy to read aloud because the words flow off the tongue and aren’t 
cumbersome or laborious.  Best of all, children will walk away seeing the Bible as one, 
wonderful story of God and His creation and plan for humanity, rather than a bunch of 
unrelated little stories.  God is the hero in this book, as He should be, and over-arching biblical 
themes are written in a way for adults and children, alike, to absorb.  Bonus: For your littlest 
family members, there is an alphabet board book called The Biggest Story ABC, based on                
illustrations and ideas taken from the ten-chapter book. 

 
 

(3) LONG STORY SHORT 
By: Marty Machowski 
 

Long Story Short was an ECPA Christian Book Award Finalist for good reason.  Designed to be 
used ten minutes a day, five days per week, this fantastic devotional takes your family through 
the Old Testament, while always pointing forward to God’s grace through Jesus Christ.  The 
gospel message is deeply ingrained in each day’s focus.  CVCKids loves how Machowski leads 
you straight into scripture, covering important things that can get skipped over in storybooks.  
There are also nicely done summaries of the scripture reading, meaningful questions, 
suggested activities, and prayer prompts. Another high point is that this devotional can be 

used with a wide range of ages, so your entire family can be involved. We couldn’t agree more with a review 
by Justin Taylor, managing editor of the ESV Study Bible. He says, Long Story Short is the best material for 
family devotions I’ve ever seen.  If you’re looking for something careful, creative, and Christ-centered without 
being corny, confusing, or condescending look no further.” Albert Mohler, Jr., President of The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, comments, “I have never seen a devotional book that is so well suited to family 
devotions and to children, even as it is faithful in relating biblical truth.”  Bonus: Machowski has also written 
a New Testament devotion in the same manner, called Old Story New. 

 
 



 
 

(4) TALES THAT TELL THE TRUTH: THE GARDEN, THE CURTAIN, AND THE CROSS 
By: Carl Laferton, Illustrated by: Catalina Echeverri 
 

“Tales That Tell the Truth” is a series of picture books that tell Bible stories in engaging ways 
for children. The stories are easy to follow, and the illustrations beautifully convey the 
emotions and circumstances surrounding the chosen passage. Every story always goes a bit 
farther that strictly recounting the events. Instead, the stories open our eyes to an important 
meaning that lies just under the surface, touching on themes such as Jesus’ authority, God’s 
plan for salvation, trusting the Lord, and hope after death, to name a few. These titles 
release every few months, with varying authors but always the same illustrator, so keep 

your eyes opened for new additions to the series. There are also fun workbooks that you can purchase to go 
along with the Bible stories. Our giveaway from this series is The Garden, The Curtain, and The Cross, which 
begins in the Garden of Eden and travels all the way to Jesus’ death and resurrection, and then beyond to 
heaven. It’s a fabulous presentation of the gospel message, which we encourage you to consider adding to 
your home library. Other titles in the series include, The Christmas Promise, The One O’ Clock Miracle, The 
Storm That Stopped, God’s Very Good Idea, The Friend Who Forgives, Goodbye To Goodbyes, Jesus and the 
Lions’ Den, and Jesus and the Very Big Surprise. 
 
 

(5) TRIGGERS: EXCHANGING PARENTS’ ANGRY REACTIONS FOR GENTLE BIBLICAL RESPONSES 
By: Amber Lia and Wendy Speake 
 

This is a great book for any parent who has lost their temper or found that the conversation in 
their home isn’t what they hope for it to be. Lia and Speake remind us of God’s wonderful 
truths, giving convicting reasons why we should choose gentle responses. This book gets to the 
heart of the matter and to the results of the biblical responses. The format is great because it 
is 31 short chapters, which you could read through each month as a devotion. What an 
encouragement to start the day with a reminder of God’s heart and where He wants your heart 
to be as a parent! 
 

 
 

(6) INDESCRIBABLE: 100 DEVOTIONS ABOUT GOD AND SCIENCE 
By: Louie Giglio, Illustrated by: Nicola Anderson 

 
If you have a child who is curious about and interested in nature, science, and the way things 
work, this devotion book is for you! Brightly illustrated and filled with so many interesting and 
cool facts about the world God created, each of the 100 devotions includes a scripture passage, 
short prayer, and highlights something wonderful about God. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

(7) SEEDS FAMILY WORSHIP MUSIC 
www.seedsfamilyworship.com 
 

We know that music is very subjective and can even be divisive. These songs, however, are 
scripture…word-for-word. So, if you listen consistently, your family will be memorizing Bible 
verses before you know it. That’s worth it to us! Not only that, but there are some really great 
tunes on these albums and the arrangements, with authentic instruments and a strong adult 
lead, interspersed with children’s voices, don’t make you feel as though you are listening to the 
Disney channel or a kids-only station. I have often listened to the music without my children 
with me just because I like it! Seeds Family Worship sells their music digitally or in CD form, so 
it fits any lifestyle. 

 
 
 

(8) I CAN READ COMPANION BOOKS TO THE BEGINNER’S BIBLE 
By: Zondervan, Illustrated By: Kelly Pulley 

 
We know there are a lot of beginning readers out there. We have just the thing for you! The 
Beginner’s Bible, which is our recommended storybook Bible for preschoolers and early 
elementary-aged children, has companion I Can Read books that correspond to the stories 
from the Beginner’s Bible. The I Can Read books are a little longer with more pictures and 
more pages, but the vocabulary and sentence structure is intended to be used in those early 
stages of learning to read. Now your schoolwork can also be a Bible lesson! We can’t think of 
a better way for the beginning readers in your home to practice their reading. 
 

 
 
 

(9) PARENTING THROUGH THE PHASES 
By: Kristen Ivy and Reggie Joiner 
 

The new school year is beginning, and you have planned out school lunches and school 
supplies, bought new clothing and bookbags, taken pictures and filled out forms. Have you, 
however, considered how you will parent your child in this new phase of his or her life? 
Parenting Through the Phases may be just what you need to start that process. Rather than 
giving you all the answers of everything you need to do for your child, it has an interesting 
format that is part guide, part journal. It asks questions, gives ideas, and highlights important 
areas to consider in your child’s life, and then gives you space to pray and plan and write 
down your thoughts, so that you will be an intentional parent this year, getting ready for 

things before they come rather than dealing with everything moment by moment as it gets thrown at you. 
Each phase guide informs you of how many more weeks you have left with your child until he or she is officially 
considered an adult, an overview of what’s changing about your child over the next fifty-two weeks, six things 
your child needs most, and four conversations to have in this phase. There is a different parenting guide for 
every year from newborn to twelfth grade, eighteen in total. You can buy a copy at orange.com or 
christianbook.com. 
 



(10) THE WORLD JESUS KNEW: A CURIOUS KID’S GUIDE TO LIFE IN THE FIRST CENTURY 
By: Marc Olson, Illustrated By: Jemima Maybank 
 

In a stack of new-to-us Christian resources to explore, my two boys instantly selected this 
book. They couldn’t stop looking through it and asked for it again and again. That’s the kind 
of book I want in my home…a book that will be used and read and examined and loved…a 
book that will give insight to my children to help them understand the Bible more. The World 
Jesus Knew gives children a detailed look into what life was like in the Middle East when Jesus 
walked the earth. It is beautifully illustrated and very informative, covering topics such as the 
structure of society, vegetation and agriculture, transportation, the Roman army, fishing on 

the Sea of Galilee, the life of a woman, the Jewish calendar, death and burial, and much more! If you are 
interested in getting a copy for your home, both amazon.com and christianbook.com carry it. 
 
 
(11) THE WONDER OF THE GREATEST GIFT: AN INTERACTIVE FAMILY CELEBRATION OF ADVENT 
By: Ann Voskamp 
 

When December rolls around, it is always my goal to make the story of Jesus’ birth the most 
amazing, celebrated, and wonderful part of the Christmas season.  How is a parent to do 
that with all the competing, worldly “Christmas magic” that is constantly pulling at our 
children’s attention?  This resource is one way to bring the beauty and excitement of the 
arrival of the Messiah to your home.  Ann Voskamp’s book opens to reveal a three-
dimensional tree.  There are twenty-five little doors to open that have pretty, Jesse tree 
ornaments hidden inside.  Hang an ornament on the tree each day and read the brief, yet 
heart-felt devotion that goes along with it.  The book will take you all the way back to the 

Garden of Eden and travel through important Bible stories that tie into Jesus’ genealogy and eventually end 
with His birth.   
*Please note that Ann Voskamp has also written another family Jesse tree devotional called Unwrapping the 
Greatest Gift: A Family Celebration of Christmas that I do not recommend as heartily.  The readings were a bit 
too long and wordy for my children to enjoy.  The Wonder of the Greatest Gift: An Interactive Family 
Celebration of Advent is the one to buy, in my opinion, because it had much more manageable readings with 
the addition of the tree and ornaments.     
 
 
(12) HOMEFRONT MAGAZINE 
Editor in Chief: Holly Newman 
 

HomeFront magazine is a bi-monthly digital publication that is free to download and read.  
New Life Church in Colorado Springs, Colorado produces the magazine which is based on the 
ten spiritual environments discussed in another of our recommended resources, Spiritual 
Parenting, by Dr. Michelle Anthony.  Because the Holy Spirit is the one who draws people to 
God, Dr. Anthony encourages parents to create environments, like identity and storytelling 
and course correction, that “put God on display” in any and every situation for your children 
to experience Him. The magazine is chock full of articles on a variety of subjects including 

prayer, tough topics, pop culture items that your child might interact with, grandparenting, and seasonal ideas, 
to name just a few. It has beautiful photography, memory verses with pretty graphics, interviews with families, 
prayers and blessings, and even recipes to encourage hospitality and family togetherness.  Give this free 
resource a try at homefrontmag.com. We’re sure there will be something in there for everyone! 



 
(13) THE BIG GOD STORY 
By: Dr. Michelle Anthony, Illustrated By: Cory Godbey 
 

If you’d like a picture book that tells the story of the Bible in one sitting for young children to 
absorb and understand, this book is for you.  Dr. Anthony begins at the beginning, continues 
with the wonderful story of God’s love and faithfulness to His people, highlights the sending 
of a redeemer through God’s Son Jesus, and ends with an invitation that welcomes children to 
be part of the story that God is writing, the story in which He is the hero. There is even a place 
where children are intended to write their names into the book on the very last page. It is 
important for children to see the Bible as a cohesive book that is connected and is telling one 
big story, the story of God, the story of life itself. 

 
 
(14) CHRISTIAN HEROES: THEN AND NOW 
By: Janet and Geoff Benge 
 

The Benges are a husband and wife writing team, one a former elementary teacher and the 
other holding a degree in history. They have written a 49-book series of child-friendly 
biographies chronicling the lives of Christians who have lived for the glory of God and made 
a difference in the world. These true stories are exciting, compelling, and inspiring. They are 
great for reading aloud together as a family, capturing the attention of children and adults 
alike. Some of the names you may come across are Lillian Trasher, C.S. Lewis, George Muller, 
Hudson Taylor, and Amy Carmichael, among many others.  

 
*Note that the first chapter always takes place at an exciting, pivotal moment in the person’s life. Then, the 
second chapter goes back in time and tells the biography chronologically. I am not of fan of the way this is set 
up, so if reading aloud to your family, I recommend reading the first chapter to yourself, and then including it 
in the correct spot chronologically rather than reading it aloud at the very beginning of the book.  
 
 
(15) THE TECH-WISE FAMILY 
By: Andy Crouch 
 

The Tech-Wise Family is a fascinating and inspiring read that centers around putting technology 
in its proper place.  The “easy everywhere” aspect of technology is taking something important 
away from us as human beings.  We need to see technology with a biblical perspective and set 
boundaries in our families so that precious things are not lost.  Although author Andy Crouch 
does not condemn technology as a whole, he does give ten tech-wise commitments that 
encourage parents to foster wisdom and courage in their home, examine what true work and 
rest look like, and create environments that promote creativity over consumerism, among 

other topics.  So, if you’ve been wondering how technology is leaving its mark on you and your children and 
what to do about it, then I recommend reading this book. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
(16)  FOUNDATIONS: 12 BIBLICAL TRUTHS TO SHAPE A FAMILY 
By: Ruth Chou Simons and Troy Simons 

 
Although we already have an outstanding, highly-recommended, pair of family devotions on 
our list (Long Story Short and Old Story New by Marty Machowski,) we’ve included this one 
because of some key differences.  Foundations: 12 Biblical Truths to Shape a Family, is less 
about grasping the biblical narrative than it is about the foundational truths that come from 
that narrative and shape how we live, things like… 
                    …Love God above all else and with all you’ve got. 
                    …Hate sin, especially your own. 

                                                 …Hide the Word in your heart to live by it. 

Each of the twelve truths has a key verse tied to it, followed by five devotions on topics related to it.  Before 
any of the devotions begin, the Simons first give a pep talk to parents, sharing insight for how to create a 
regular, family worship time in their homes.  The cherry on top is that the book is quite beautiful because Ruth 
Chou Simons is a best-selling artist, and her paintings fill the pages. 
 
 
(17) PREPARE HIM ROOM: CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF JESUS FAMILY DEVOTIONAL 
By: Marty Machowski 
 

Last December, I had the joy of using Prepare Him Room with my children during Advent.  
Here’s what I loved about it.  Machowski begins with a note for how to use the book, followed 
by instructions for making your own Advent wreath.  For each week of Advent, there are three 
devotions, which is a manageable amount during the busy holiday season.  Day one is always 
focused on “God’s Promise.” Day two tells us about “The Angel’s Announcement” of that 
promise, and day three is a passage that shows the “Fulfillment of God’s Plan.”  Every devotion 
has the following elements: a warm-up activity, a Bible passage to read, a summary of that 

Bible passage, a time for discussion, a prayer prompt, songs to listen to or sing together, and occasionally a 
family craft or activity.  I especially appreciated the new-to-me songs from the companion album from 
Sovereign Grace Music.  A few of them even made it to our annual Christmas playlist.  There is also a fictional 
story included within the book, called Bartimaeus, with one chapter to read for each week of Advent.  
Truthfully, Bartimaeus wasn’t the best story I ever read, but at the end of the month, my children expressed 
a better understanding of what it means to be adopted into God’s family, so I think it was worth reading.  You 
can dive all-in and do everything that is suggested, but it is also very easy to pick and choose the elements 
that will work for your family.  If you’re looking for an Advent devotional that is easy to use, family friendly, 
and guides your heart to true worship, give this one a try! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
(18) PREPARE HIM ROOM: CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF JESUS IN SONG 
By: Sovereign Grace Music 
 

This album is a companion to the Prepare Him Room family advent devotional by Marty 
Machowski.  These songs are referenced throughout the devotion, and the lyrics are 
printed within its pages, so you can follow along as you listen to them or sing them 
together as a family.  Some of the tunes are familiar Christmas carols, while others are 
original and new.  There are certainly a few gems, like “He Who Is Mighty” and “There 
Blooms a Rose in Bethlehem,” and honestly, the whole album is worth the price just for 
a particularly beautiful rendition of “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”  You can purchase 

a CD or buy a digital copy online, and you can also access these songs on Spotify and stream them for free if 
you have Amazon Prime. 
  

(19) THE ADVENTURE CHALLENGE: FAMILY EDITION 
By: The Adventure Challenge 

 
Trying new things together is often a great way to build fun, lasting memories with your 
family.  To help you do just that, we recommend The Adventure Challenge: Family Edition, 
whose goal is “connection through new experiences.”  The book is filled with scratch-off 
adventures, which means they are a complete surprise until you reveal them.  Here’s the 
catch, though…once it’s scratched off, you have to do it!  The good news is that you can 
still choose wisely because each adventure is labeled with the amount of time and money 
it will take to complete, along with information about whether it needs to be done at 
night or during the day, inside or outside, etc.  There is a provided space near each 
adventure to affix a photo and write a brief journal entry about your experience, so at 

the end you’re left with a beautiful keepsake to remember the special family moments you had together.  To 
purchase The Adventure Challenge: Family Edition head to theadventurechallenge.com and search for the 
family edition.  There are options to purchase the book on its own or as a package with an instant camera.  
 

 

(20) KIDS READ EXODUS STORY CARDS 
By: Kids Read Truth 
 

The Kids Read Exodus Story Cards are designed to teach the story of the book of Exodus 
using Scripture, sequencing, and images.  One side of each card has a gorgeous, colorful 
image from the Bible story.  The other side of each card has a title, a few Bible verses, 
extended Scripture passages to look up, and three review questions.  A cool feature is that 
when the pictures are arranged in order, in three rows of seven cards, they form a beautiful 
mural of the Exodus story. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
(21) DOORPOST SONGS 
By: Doorpost Songs 
 

Most Christian parents know that teaching God’s Word to their children is a direct 
command from God and the very thing He often uses to change a person’s heart. 
(Deut 6:6-9) So, how do you get your kids to hide God’s Word in their hearts?  How 
do you infuse your everyday lives with Scripture?  There are many ways, and we 
should utilize all of them, including talking about it, reading it together, memorizing 
it, and singing it!  Today, we’d like to highlight a resource that we find helpful.  
Similar to Seeds Family Worship, which is another CVCKids Recommended Resource, 
Doorpost Songs offers Scripture-based music that will fill your home and your hearts 

with God’s Word!  Music is one of the best ways to memorize anything.  The great thing about Doorpost Songs 
is that the arrangements are decent, and the melody lines are really strong, easy to sing, and very catchy.  If a 
song is stuck in your head and you sing it over and over, you’ll memorize those verses all the quicker!  Doorpost 
Songs also offers “Family Worship Guides,” in both digital and hardcopy format, that correspond to their 
different albums.  Some of my favorite albums are “More Than Conquerors,” “Promises,” “Hope,” and “God 
So Loved.” There is a Christmas album titled “Unto Us” which I have enjoyed as well. You can purchase the 
albums as CDs or digital downloads, or you can listen to Doorpost Songs on Spotify or directly on their website 
doorpostsongs.com.  
 

 

(22) DARKEST NIGHT BRIGHTEST DAY: A FAMILY DEVOTIONAL FOR THE EASTER SEASON 
By: Marty Machowski, Illustrated By: Phil Schorr 

 
In Darkest Night Brightest Day: A Family Devotional for the Easter Season, Marty 
Machowski combines the accounts given in all four gospels to walk us through Holy 
Week and beyond.  This picture book devotional gives seven days’ worth of readings, 
questions, and illustrations from Palm Sunday to the Saturday after Jesus died.  These 
first seven devotions are the “darkest night” portion of the book.  At the midway point, 
you physically flip the book around and upside down to read about the “brightest day.”  
There are seven more devotions, beginning on Easter, that recount some of the events 
that occurred in the days after Jesus rose from the dead, including things like Thomas’ 
encounter with Jesus and the arrival of the Holy Spirit.  The book is a storytelling format 

with some Scripture quotations.  Scripture references from all four Gospels are included at the start of each 
day.  Although this book is meant to be read aloud by an adult to the entire family, we recommend it for use 
with mid-to-older elementary children because the retellings were a bit long and used more advanced 
language.  You can purchase Darkest Night Brightest Day: A Family Devotional for the Easter Season at New 
Growth Press, Christianbook, or Amazon. 
 

 

 

 

 



(23) RISEN MOTHERHOOD: GOSPEL HOPE FOR EVERYDAY MOMENTS 
By: Emily Jensen and Laura Wifler 

 
Sometimes it’s hard to see how God’s good news of salvation affects the small, mundane, 
annoying, frustrating, and seemingly unspiritual circumstances and experiences of our 
lives.  Emily Jensen and Laura Wifler are determined to help us see that the gospel truly 
does affect every single part of daily living.  They host a podcast called “Risen 
Motherhood,” in which they choose an ordinary motherhood topic and discuss how to 
apply the gospel to it.  The success of the podcast led them to write a book by the same 
name.  In the book, Wifler and Jensen begin with an overview of the Bible’s basic storyline, 
a storyline that is both the overarching narrative of the entire Bible, as well as the 
narrative that occurs repeatedly on a smaller scale in the stories and books that make up 

the Bible.  They use these four words to describe it: creation, fall, redemption, consummation.  After the 
introductory chapters, the rest of the book gives examples of how to apply the “creation, fall, redemption, 
and consummation” message that the Bible preaches to a variety of topics that mothers typically face.  These 
chapters do not need to be read in order, and you can actually pick and choose the ones that seem relevant 
to you.  The hope is that, by reading several examples, the reader will then learn to apply the gospel message 
to any circumstance or conundrum that comes her way.  We recommend giving the podcast a try and/or 
getting a copy of the book to read.   
 
 
(24) THE INTENTIONAL FATHER: A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO RAISE SONS OF COURAGE AND CHARACTER 
By: Jon Tyson 
 

We know that all parents are very busy people, but CVCKids highly recommends that every 
father, especially fathers who have sons, take the time to read The Intentional Father: A 
Practical Guide to Raise Sons of Courage and Character.  This fabulous book encourages 
fathers to rise above the categories of “irresponsible father, ignorant father, inconsistent 
father, and involved father,” to the level of being an “intentional father.”  Hopefully after 
you have finished reading it, you will be inspired and highly motivated to make a detailed 
and personalized plan to walk your son through the teenage years and into adulthood.  
Having and implementing such a plan will give your son an advantage in knowing who he 
is, what he believes, and which way to go in life.  Tyson gives plenty of ideas, thoughtful 

questions, and prompts to help you prepare an initiation into the teenage years, a formation process to teach 
and train, and a recognition of the entrance into manhood for your son.  Because Tyson actually completed 
this process successfully with his own son, his writing holds much weight.  We recommend getting a copy no 
matter the age of your child, and, in fact, the earlier you start to prepare, the better off you’ll be.  This book is 
also a great read if you have daughters or if you are a single mom or a grandparent.  Many of the principles 
can be applied in all sorts of situations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(25) PARENT CUE 
By: Parent Cue 

 
Parent Cue may sound familiar to you because Parent Cue is related 
to the Sunday School curriculum we use in CVCKids.  In fact, the take 
home paper that we give to parents in both preschool and 

elementary classrooms is also called Parent Cue.  Today, we’re highlighting the website and app where you 
can find a wealth of wonderful articles, podcasts, and resources from a group of family experts and everyday 
parents.  Even though another email in your inbox might feel overwhelming, this one is worth it!  We 
recommend signing up for the weekly email, which curates a great selection of articles for you to peruse.  
Check it out at theparentcue.org.   
 

 

(26) THOUGHTS TO MAKE YOUR HEART SING 
By: Sally Lloyd-Jones, Illustrated by: Jago 
 

Thoughts to Make Your Heart Sing is a beautifully written compilation of 101 devotions 
about God’s great love for you.  Each devotion truly does make your heart sing as it brings 
to light an amazing aspect of the affection and faithfulness of God.  The readings feel very 
personal and intimate and applicable.  The lavish illustrations and the simple-yet-
profound insights open wide each biblical passage for even the youngest among us.  Don’t 
let that fool you into thinking that an adult won’t be encouraged by reading this book.  
The encouragement is for all! 
 

 
 
(27) THE FAMILY COOKBOOK DEVOTIONAL: 50 RECIPES FOR FAITH, FOOD, AND FUN 
By: Amber Pike 
 

Amber Pike has created a resource that not only gets you cooking with your kids, but also 
helps you disciple them along the way.  Within The Family Cookbook Devotional, you’ll find 
fifty simple recipes with full-color photographs.  An aspect of each recipe brilliantly connects 
with that week’s memory verse.  Pike also directs you to read another Bible passage to 
further explore the topic, followed by three questions to think about, and several ideas to 
kick start a time of prayer.  To top it all off, there are six days’ worth of dinner devotions, 
during which you are encouraged to review the memory verse and use the provided 
questions to guide your conversations.  That’s a whole lot of content, but the good news is 

that none of it feels overwhelming.  So, for a fun, tasty, practical way to study God’s Word, we recommend 
The Family Cookbook Devotional.  
 
 

 

 

 

 



(28) THE OLOGY: ANCIENT TRUTHS EVER NEW 
By: Marty Machowski, Illustrated By: Andy McGuire 
 

God has designed the family to be the central place where children are discipled, which 
means parents are meant to be spiritual leaders within their homes.  This makes it 
incredibly important for moms and dads to teach their children about God and His 
ways, and Marty Machowski has written a fantastic resource to equip them to do just 
that.  The Ology is essentially a systematic theology book written especially for 
children.  It is divided by topic, starting with a theology of God, and moving to a 
theology of people, sin, the promise and the law, Christ, the Holy Spirit, adoption into 
God’s family, change, the Church, the end times, and God’s Word.  Beyond the 

fantastic scope of the content, the joy of this book lies in the simple analogies and lovely illustrations.  Every 
entry is swathed in scripture references and clearly explains the concept that is being presented.  This book is 
very accessible for children and might even teach parents a thing or two as well!  
 

(29) ROCKS TELL STORIES 
By: Patti Rokus 
 

If you’re family is like mine, they love rocks! Some are shaped like hearts and some 
have sparkles and some are smooth as butter.  Patti Rokus loves rocks, too, and she 
created a unique set of picture books in which she used rocks to form all the 
illustrations.  There are three books in the collection:  A Savior is Born: Rocks Tell the 
Story of Christmas, He is Risen: Rocks Tell the Story of Easter, and Bible Stories Rock: 
Rocks Tell Stories of the Old Testament.  In addition to the delight of poring over the 
rock art, the text is comprised of simple and meaningful phrases or Bible verses, with 

Bible references included.  The newest of the books, Bible Stories Rock: Rocks Tell Stories of the Old Testament, 
also includes a full retelling of each Bible story, as well as a QR code to watch a video of the rocks moving to 
tell the story.  It’s very cool!  You can find more information and preview the videos at Patti’s website: 
rockstellstories.com.  
 

(30) 40 DAYS 40 BITES 
By: Trudi Parkes 
 

Children are naturally “me-centered,” with a very narrow view of the world that revolves 
mostly around themselves.  Let’s be honest, though.  Adults can be the same way!  But we 
can  move our focus from the small world of our own personal lives to the larger world that 
exists beyond our homes, schools, and neighborhoods.  We can discover other countries 
and issues that we aren’t exposed to on a regular basis.  One great way to do that is to pick 
up a copy of 40 Days 40 Bites by Trudi Parkes.  In this fantastic book, Trudi highlights a 
different country, people-group, or world problem each day for forty days.  She includes a 
brief description, some interesting facts, a Bible verse, prayer prompts, photographs, maps, 

and more!  Both informative and convicting, this book will have you praying for all sorts of things you may 
have never considered, giving the Holy Spirit ample opportunity to work within your household.  What a 
wonderful way for grownups to begin to raise mission-minded children with a heart for the nations. 

 



(31) THE ONE YEAR PRAYING THROUGH THE BIBLE FOR YOUR KIDS 
By: Nancy Guthrie 
 

The One Year Praying Through the Bible for Your Kids devotional from Nancy Guthrie covers 
a lot of bases.  First of all, Nancy insists that you don’t have to search out passages that are 
specific to parenting in order to pray the Scriptures over your children.  Working with the 
popular “One Year Bible Reading Plan,” which takes you through the entire Bible in one year, 
Nancy pulls a few verses from each daily reading, followed by a beautifully written and 
wonderfully thoughtful devotion full of insights for parents, and finally a prayer for your 
children with blank spaces which can be personalized with their names.  So, you are not only 
covering your children in prayer each day, you are also reading through the Bible in one year, 

and spending time meditating on a deep truth from a portion of what you read!  I have found that praying 
God’s Word for my children is the absolute best thing I can do for them, and it also softens my own heart 
toward them because God’s Word is alive and will do its superb, convicting work within me when I immerse 
myself in it.  You won’t regret adding this resource to your home library. 

 

(32) LOVE IS 
By: Paola Escobar 
 

“And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love.” (1 Cor 
13:13) This is the final verse of what is commonly known as the “love chapter” of the Bible, 
in which the apostle Paul vividly describes the virtue of love. If the “greatest of these is love,” 
then it is certainly important for us to make sure our children are very familiar with its biblical 
definition. Paola Escobar helps us begin that discussion with her gorgeous picture book. 
Taking the text directly from the New International Reader’s Version of 1 Corinthians 13, she 

uses the life of a tree in nature to creatively illustrate each facet of Paul’s description. Some of the images 
have an obvious connection to the love concept in the text. Others take a bit of effort to discover, but this 
adds to the intrigue and causes you to linger on the pages and to strike up conversation with your children. 
So, to help saturate your home with Scripture, (and in a visually beautiful way, no less!), pick up your own 
copy of Love Is, and read it again and again. 

 

(33) WOW! THE GOOD NEWS IN FOUR WORDS 
By: Dandi Daley Mackall, Illustrated By: Annabel Tempest 
 

In this colorful, appealing picture book, Dandi Daley Mackall walks us through the gospel 
in a lyrical rhyming verse that isn’t bulky or difficult to grasp.  Four words are 
emphasized as our good response to the good news.  Wow!  Uh-oh!  Yes!  Ahh!  This 
book gives parents of younger elementary children (and even preschoolers!) a perfect 
opportunity to explore the good news of Jesus.  
 


