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Jesus is not like anyone else who ever lived. No religious
tradition has anyone like Him. Nobody even comes close.
Some religions have people who claim to be hearing directly
from God. Others believe God is in the trees or in the sun.
But Jesus is something completely different and, at least on
the surface, a little strange: He is fully God and fully human.
He's both. All at the same time.

Why is it important that Jesus is both fully God and
fully man?



THE WORD

It's difficult to imagine something that is two separate things at once. Try to think abou
a perfectly round edge that is also totally jagged. Or a snail that is also a falcon. We're not
good at thinking like this, because it is what we call a contradiction.

Try to imagine more contradictions like this. What other things can only be one
thing or the other—not both?

Even more difficult to imagine that happens to also be a central idea in Christianity: Jesus
was totally, completely, perfectly human. But He was also totally, completely, perfectly God.
How could this be?

What are some things you know to be true about humans?

What are some things you know to be true about God?

Read Genesis 1:1-3.

Investigate the text. What does verse 1 tell us about God and what He did?

Who else was around when God was doing this (v. 2)?

These three verses—the first three verses of the Bible—are the first place we see what
people call the Godhead, or the Trinity. It tells us something about God and what He’s like:
He’s one God, one Divine Creator. But He also exists as three distinct Persons. We see the
first Person of God in verse 1. He's the One who created everything. We see the second
Person of God in verse 2. God’s Spirit is never far from God, because they work, observe,
and move together.

But verse 3 tells us something incredibly important. When God created everything, He did it
by speaking. He used His Word. God, His Spirit, and His Word are three distinct Persons of
the same Creator. We're going to focus on that third person: God’s Word.
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GOD'S WORD MADE FLESH

Our words have incredible power. They have the power to hurt, as well as the power to heal.
However, God’s Word is even more powerful: His Word created everything around you.
God’s Word came to prophets and kings, to shepherds and priests. Finally, God's Word did
something incredible: it came in the form of a person.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning. All things were created through him, and apart
from him not one thing was created that has been created. In him was life, and that
life was the light of men. That light shines in the darkness, and yet the darkness did
not overcome it. ... The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his
glory, the glory as the one and only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
JOHN 1:1-5,14

What amazing things do these verses say about the Word of God?

John went on to explain that when the Word became flesh, the world got to know Him as
Jesus. To call this occurrence anything less than a miracle would be doing a disservice.
Jesus was both fully God (because He is the Word-made flesh) and fully man (because He
was born to a human woman), but there’'s something else about Him that is simply incredible.

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens—Jesus the Son of God—let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not
have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who
has been tempted in every way as we are, yet without sin.

HEBREWS 4:14-15

If Jesus were just a man, then He wouldn’t be God. If He were only divine, it wouldn’t be a
big deal that He didn’t sin. The fact is that He is both. And He was certainly tempted to sin.

Sin entered the world the second mankind put themselves above God. God told them not to
do something, but they decided they wanted to be on the throne of their own hearts instead
of God. But unlike human beings, Jesus overcame temptation—every single time, We have
three examples of this for us in Scripture (Matt. 4:1-4). Jesus had the power to do anything
He wanted. Instead, He was submitting Himself to God's timing, not waiting for “permission”
from the devil.

When is it difficult for you to trust God’s timing?



LIVE ON THE WORD

If God is the one in charge of the way we live, His Word is sufficient for us to rely on when
the temptation to do otherwise comes along.

Notice what Jesus did here. He is the Word of God in the flesh, but He still used resources
that we have available to us to show us how we can act like He does. His entire life was
completely rooted in the Word of God--1o the point that even when He was tired, hungry,
and weak, it was the first thing out of His mouth.

Do you think that it is reasonable to expect humans to behave exactly like Christ
did? Why or why not?

What do you think is something we can do to help us start to respond to temptation
the way Jesus did?

Jesus' comparison of God’s Word to bread was on purpose. Just like physical bread fills our

physical needs and gives us physical strength, God’s Word fills our spiritual needs and gives
us spiritual strength—the kind of strength it takes to stand up to temptation. If we're going

to be like Jesus and stand up to temptation, we need to follow His example and lean on the

Word of God.

How many times did you eat yesterday? Would any of those meals have kept you
from being hungry the next day? Why or why no®?

How many times did you read God’s Word last weel? Were any of these “spiritual
meals” enough to satisfy you for the next day? Why or why not?

Let's take a cue from Jesus, and commit ocurselves to knowing and trusting God’s Word like
Jesus did.
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