SERMON STUDY GUIDE
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2 Corinthians's:1/-21// Rick Dunean

Valley ChurCh Please take the opportunity to revisit the CVC Equip

Portrait of a Healthy LifeGroup on a regular basis

CONNECT (10 MIN)

@ On Sunday morning, we watched a video about Night to Shine! On Friday, February 7th, CVC will be
hosting Night to Shine for our 10th year in a row. If you’ve served with Night to Shine before, either here at
CVC or somewhere else, take some time to share about that experience with your group! Take a moment to
brainstorm some ways your group could serve with Night to Shine this year - perhaps by serving together in
person, contributing to Caregiver Baskets (reach out to Becca for more info), or by praying!

EXPLORE (30 MIN)

Create Context (5 min): The Sermon Recap Video is coming soon!

Study & Discussion (25 min)
Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21.

This week, we wrapped up our “Passionate Pursuit” series. What is one thing that especially
stood out to you in our sermons and/or study guides from the past four weeks during this series?

@ Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21.

» Based on the passage and the sermon, what does it mean to be an “ambassador for Christ?” What are
some practical ways that we can live as “ambassadors” in this way?

» As we see in this passage - because of what God has done for us in Christ, we can now be used by God
to share the good news about Jesus with a world that needs to know Him. The order here is important
- I don’t HAVE TO try and share the gospel in an effort to be good enough for God. I GET to share
about God because He has loved me enough to save me from my sin! This should spark joy in our
hearts that overflows into our lives. Why is it important for us to understand all of this as we share the
good news about Jesus with those around us?


https://vimeo.com/937783405/67082808f5?share=copy
https://files.cvconline.org/portal/s/015062977901477938787.pdf
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Pastor Rick said on Sunday that “we are ALL called to be on mission for Christ.” Why can it sometimes be
tempting to believe the lie that life on mission is something reserved for a special class of Christian like
missionaries or pastors? How can we combat this temptation in our own lives and in the lives of those
around us?

@ On Sunday you received a “15 Second Testimony Card” and a “Missional Living Map” that Pastor Rick
encouraged you to fill out.

» Take some time in your groups to share your 15 Second Testimony. Remember, you start with an intro
“there was a time in my life...” and you share how Jesus changed you. Then you ask, “Has anything like
that happened to you?”

« Ifyou’ve filled out the Missional Living Map, take some time to share in your group, as you're

comfortable, about the people on your map. Break into smaller groups and take time to pray with one
another for those on your maps.

If you were here in person on Sunday, at the end of the sermon you heard a conversation between Pastor
Rick Duncan and Tony Scialabba about mission, ministry, service, and purpose. What stood out to you,
challenged you, or encouraged you in that conversation?

@ Pastor Rick shared the following questions in his sermon notes from Sunday. Take some time to reflect on
your own answers to these questions, and then spend some time answering them together in your group.

o What is one thing God has been nudging you to do but you’ve been passive?

o What are the biggest barriers causing you to be a spectator - staying in the stands and out of the
game?

» With whom is God calling you to be more bold this week? What will that look like?

o What needs to change in your life in order for you to be a better ambassador?
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PRAY AND APPLY

Pray that God would burden every heart with love for those who are still far from Him.

Pray that we would boldly proclaim the gospel in both word and deed, reflecting the love of Jesus to
their communities.

o Pray that the Holy Spirit would empower us to share our testimonies of how Christ changed our
lives, leading others to new life in Him.

o Pray that God would fill us with boldness to represent Christ in our everyday lives, speaking and
living the gospel courageously.

o Pray that we would move from being passive spectators to bold ambassadors as ministers of
reconciliation.

o Pray that the Holy Spirit would remove our fear, complacency, and indifference, replacing them
with compassion, courage, and conviction.

o Pray that those who have not yet experienced new life in Christ would be drawn to Him and see
their need for transformation.

o Pray that God would open doors for conversations where reconciliation with Him can be shared and
demonstrated.

o Pray that every believer would see themselves as an ambassador, representing Christ to their
families, workplaces, schools, and neighborhoods.

o Pray that God would speak powerfully through us, making His appeal to the lost through us.

« Pray that we would have a deep sense of urgency to implore others to be reconciled to God.

RESOURCES

The Gospel Coalition: Knowing the Bible - 2 Corinthians:

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/knowing-bible-2-corinthians/



https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/knowing-bible-2-corinthians/
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these announcements with your group.

More information on each item can be found by
scanning the QR codes.

EQUIP
Sunday Sessions Podcast

Sunday Sessions is a weekly theology class offered in the fall and spring. Each
week various topics of doctrine and practice are explored from a conservative,
evangelical viewpoint. Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30am in Room 104/106
in the spring! If you can’t make it or miss a week, catch up via our podcast
HERE.

==

CVCKIDS
Night to Shine: February 7, 2025

CVCKids will be hosting our annual Night to Shine event on February

7th.Night to Shine is a worldwide movement that is changing Valentine's

Day from simply a celebration of love, to a celebration of God's love for cve
people with special needs, and the value of life. We at Cuyahoga Valley

Church are grateful that we have been chosen to participate in this event,

and look forward to sharing the love of God. You can find out details

about how to register a guest for the event or become a volunteer HERE.

CVCYOUTH
Winter Retreat: February 21-23, 2025

Get ready to embrace the winter chill with a weekend of adventure,

worship, and community at our upcoming CVCYouth Winter Retreat! This
year we'll aim to deepen our prayerfulness as we take an in-depth look at
the Lord's Prayer together. Cost: Early-Bird Pricing (1/12-1/19) - $150,
Regular Pricing (1/20-2/9) - $175, Late Pricing (2/10-2/16) - $200. You
can register your student HERE.
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