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Week of 4.06.25
Hebrews 13:17-25 // Rick Duncan

Valley ChU.I'Ch Please take the opportunity to revisit the CVC Equip

Portrait of a Healthy LifeGroup on a regular basis

CONNECT (10 MIN)

@ On Sunday, Pastor Rick Duncan asked the question, “Who believed in you when you didn’t believe in you?”
Can you think of someone whose encouragement and faith in you has made a difference in your life? If yes,
who and why?

EXPLORE (30 MIN)

Create Context (5 min): Sermon Recap Video Coming Soon

Study & Discussion (25 min)
Read Hebrews 13:17-25

@ Read Hebrews 13:7, 17. In his sermon, Pastor Rick gave three exhortations to spiritual leaders:

o Speak the word
o« Walk the walk
o Watch over souls

o Which of these exhortations especially stood out to you in the sermon, and why?

@ Pastor Rick encouraged leaders to speak the word - to hear it, read it, memorize it, meditate on it, and
speak it. This is good advice for all of us - not just spiritual leaders! Where do you have the most room to
grow in these methods of immersing yourself in Scripture, and what can you do or change to help make
this happen?

Refer to Hebrews 13:7. In the sermon on Sunday, Pastor Rick encouraged spiritual leaders to ask
themselves this question, “Am I living the kind of life that I am inviting people into?” How would you
answer this question today? If we at CVC are all about inviting people to new life in Christ, what do you
think it should look like for you to live the kind of life that you are inviting others into?


https://vimeo.com/937783405/67082808f5?share=copy
https://files.cvconline.org/portal/s/015062977901477938787.pdf
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What are some practical ways that you can seek to encourage the spiritual leaders in your life
as they continue to speak the word, walk the walk, and watch over the souls in their care?

In his sermon, Pastor Rick mentioned 3 exhortations to spiritual followers:

o Imitate the faith
o Yield with trust
« Add joy, not grief

o Which of these exhortations especially stood out to you in the sermon, and why?

If you are someone who is a spiritual leader in some way (church staff, LifeGroup Leader, CVCKids Teacher,
a parent or older sibling, etc.) where were you most encouraged by what Pastor Rick said in his sermon
about spiritual leaders? What challenged you the most, and why?

« For everyone - since all of us are spiritual followers - where were you most encouraged and most
challenged by what Pastor Rick’s said on Sunday about followers in the church, and why?

o How is God calling you to step into your role - whether as a leader or a follower - so that we can all
together experience the fullness of God’s blessing?

In Hebrews for You Michael J, Krueger says, “If you have trouble submitting to church leaders, you’re going
to have a lot of trouble submitting to the Leader. You cannot say, ‘T’ll submit to God, but I’'m not going to
submit those He has appointed over me.” Submitting to one is like submitting to the other.”

« Think about your life since you first came to invite Jesus to be the leader and forgiver of your life. How
have you grown in submitting to God during that time?

o Think about the quote above. In what ways do you think submitting to church leaders is similar to
submitting to God. How is it different?

Read Hebrews 13:18-21. Break into small groups of 2-4 and pray with and for one another, utilizing these
verses, especially 20-21. Also take some time to pray for the spiritual leaders at CVC, and the spiritual
leaders who have invested in your life in particular, at CVC and elsewhere, utilizing especially verses 18-19.
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PRAY AND APPLY

o Pray that attenders will be drawn to worship and that the soil of their hearts will be soft and free of
rocks and weeds so they are ready to receive the word that will be planted and will bear much fruit
for God.

o Pray that all teachers and that Pastor Rick will boldly speak the Word, and that the Spirit will ignite
hearts with the truths from Hebrews 13:7, 17-25.

o Pray that our musicians and vocalists lead worship with passion, channeling the eternal covenant
into every note.

o Pray that our ushers and greeters welcome everyone with warmth, reflecting Christ’s love from the
moment they step through our doors and that people -saved and last - feel welcomed.

o Pray that our Sunday School teachers and LG leaders communicate Scripture clearly and powerfully,
so each student grasps the call to live out God’s truth.

o Pray that our spiritual leaders speak the Word, walk the walk—modeling integrity, and watch over
souls.

o Pray that our congregation imitates true faith, eagerly embracing God’s message and submitting to
leaders, and add joy to leaders' lives.

o Pray that every conversation, both inside and outside our church, overflows with the living Word of
God.

o Pray that we add joy, not grief—uplifting our leaders with encouragement, heartfelt support, and
genuine praise.

o Pray that the message content strikes deep, breaking through everyday noise, so that we are a more
caring community, able to experience the benediction in Hebrews 13:20-21

RESOURCES

The Gospel Coalition Course - Knowing the Bible: Hebrews:
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/knowing-bible-hebrews/

4 Causes of Division in the Church: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/reasons-
division-church/



https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/knowing-bible-hebrews/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/reasons-division-church/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/reasons-division-church/
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More information on each item can be found by
scanning the QR codes.

CHURCH-WIDE
Stay In The Know About What's Happening At CVC

We’ve recently developed a new link sharing platform where you can

regularly be updated about what’s taking place at CVC and can easily find

ways to connect with us. Whether you have a prayer request, want to learn more
about what it looks like to trust Jesus, download the digital worship guide,

and more, this link will be an easy on-ramp to do these things and more.

Click HERE to check it out.

Invite Someone For Easter Services At CVC

Easter Sunday is coming and we’d love to have not only you join us for a service but we’d invite you

to bring someone new to join you as well. We’ll have a Saturday evening service at 5:00pm and there will
be a CVCKids giant ball pit after the service and Sunday morning services offered at 8:00am, 9:30am,
and 11:15am. Come celebrate Easter with us at either our Broadview Heights or Brunswick campus!

You can click HERE to learn more!
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